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The sense of unity which characterized the meeting of the IMC Ad Interim Committee 
at Wagner College, Staten Island, July 15-25, came not as an end sought, but as the re- 
ult of working intensively together at the cooperative tasks facing the Church in the 
orld today.. The conference was composed of representatives elected at the Willingen 
onference, 1952 to make policy and program decisions during the interim period until 
he next world conference which will be held in 1957. In addition there were specially 
nvited consultants and visitors present who represent important mission and church 
terests around the world. 


This issue of the "News Letter" touches upon some of the more weighty decisions 
reached and plans made, with excerpts of certain statements which we believe will be 
pf interest to Associates and friends of the IMC: 


{. THE NEW CALL TO ACTION 2. Deeper response to the challenge 


of the non-Christian religions in 
e discussions in several plenary and their resurgence; ecumenical study 
committee sessions of the conference are centers in Buddhism, Hinduism, 
pitomized in the following summary state- Mohammedanism, etc., are being 
@ent which will serve as a guide to IMC projected. 


strategy in the period just ahead: 
. 3. The internationalization of mis- 
We recognize as one of the outstanding sionary activities by encouraging 
facts of our time that the present situa- churches and missions to operate 
zion in the world confronts the church with within a continuously growing 


urgent challenge to dynamic action in ecumenical pattern, particularly 
Presh dedication and faith. Such action in personnel. It is proposed the 
will call for meeting totally new and often the IMC should initiate pilot proj- 
extremely difficult conditions. We believe ects of this character and ensure 
hat the situation is such that God is call- an adequate study of the basic re- 
ing the IMC and its member bodies to give quirements and implications of in- 
aring energetic leadership. ternationally administered work, 
ong the objectives are: 4, The fuller coordination of all the 
| resources of churches and missions 
bid Greater concentration upon certain in the discharge of the world mis- 
_-. strategic areas of Christian need and sion of the church. 
missionary opportunity, especially 
Africa, Latin America, and the Middle 5. The further encouragement of plans 
East. To this end it is proposed in for recruiting and training of non- 
due course to appoint regional secre- i professional missionaries.’ 


taries for these sreas. (See II page 4) 
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IT. THE MISSIONARY FREEDOM OF THE CHURCH 


ine session of the conference was devoted 
mtirely to a consideration of missionary 
reedom in the light of freedom to preach 
ne Gospel, whether by a national in his 
country or by a foreign missionary. 
ne events in India, where in a number of 
mases visas for missionaries from non-Com- 
bonwealth countries had been refused, lent 
ia ticular point to the discussion. Dr. 
jah Manikam, East Asia IMC secretary, 
ire E. C. Bhatty of India, Miss A. L. 
fransz of Indonesia, Dr. Farid Audeh of 
pebanon and Dr. Baez-Camargo of Mexica 
Wresented realistically the situation in 
mrious parts of the world where limita- 
Mions are now being imposed. The follow- 
mg statement was adopted at a later ses- 
ition: 


ithe Ad Interim Committee holds that an 
ssential element in a good international 
rder is freedom of religion. The rights 
nich Christian discipleship demands are 
wich as are good for all men and no nation 
ms suffered by reason of granting such 
iberties.e. The liberty with which Christ 
mas set men free can neither be given nor 
estroyed by any government. Christians, 
kecause Of this inner liberty, seek freedom 
pO proclaim the Gospel in their own country, 
md to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
[in a world in which God's sovereignty is 
ten not acknowledged, Christians must be 
mepared to suffer. To witness by suffer- 
ng is one way in which the Christian uses 
lis freedom and justifies it. In seeking 

6 win others to the Christian faith, the 
hristian° must not use methods which are 
meonsistent with the Gospel which he pro- 
lLaims. Meanwhile, in seeking this freedom, 
he Christian must faithfully express the 
uties of his citizenship, both on earth 
nd in heaven, while accepting the tension 
-etween the two. 


‘In particular, we believe that the freedom 
or nationals of one country to proclaim 

he Gospel in another. is based upon the 
mniversality of the Christian Church. To 
‘eny a church in one country the right to 
nvite Christian workers from another is 

o curtail the religious freedom of that 
thurch. Therefore, it is hoped that church- 
ks faced with restrictions upon the entry of 
thristian evangelists to their country will 
ake clear to those in authority that the re- 
-igious freedom guaranteed by the Constitu- 
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This action was supplemented by an outline 
of certain practical steps which might be 
taken. 


III. WCC and IMC RELATIONSHIPS 


Out of much study and consultation between 
the two bodies as to whether the time had 
arrived for their merging into a single 
organization, has come a clear and mutually 
shared conviction that they should continue 
as autonomous but interdependent bodies. 
They are agreed to continue to think and 
work in such a way as to give an ever closer 
and more dynamic expression to their ‘asso- 
ciation" with one another in the united pro- 
motion of the world mission of the Church. 
This conclusion was officially avproved at 
both the WCC Evanston assembly and tne INC 
Wagner College conference. 


IV. <A "NEW LOOK" FOR THE IMC SECRETARIAT 


The old pattern of a geographic responsi- 
bility for certain areas of the world with 
respect to correspondence and visitation in 
all matters of concern to the IC as vrimary 
staff portfolios, has been changed. At 
Staten Island the future work of the secre- 
tariat was defined primarily in terms of 
specific tasks grouped under four main 
functions, (1) Missionary Research, (2) 
Missionary Policy, (3) Ecwnenicel Action, 
and (4) Interpretation and Support. An 
interim geographic responsibility will 


still be maintained by the staff in given 

areas until such time as regional secre- 

tariats, similar to the post held by Dr. 

Rajah Manikam in East Asia, can be estab- 
| 


e 
lished in other parts of the world. 


V. NEW YORK OFFICE TO BE CONTINUED 


SaaS 
i 


question of greater possible efficiency} 
through unification of the IMC staf 
a single center, full agreement was 

t 


oe 
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reached 
that a decentralized operation is the more 
effective, with offices of the IMC located 
in New York, London, as at present, end in 
Bangalore, India, the new center of orera- 
tions for East Asia, and eventually in 
other parts of the world. It-was decided 

e Cen 


that the headquarters of th 
Secretary will continue in New York but 


regions of the world each year. 


NEW MEMBER COUNCILS 


e of the high spots of the Wagner Col- 
kee Conference was the welcome into mem- 
prship of two new National Christian 
puneils. The new Councils are (1) the 
amaica Christian Council (Caribbean area) 
ind (2) The Christian Council of the Sierra 
one, Africa. Another action was in the 


hristian Council through which the East 
Ind West Pakistan Councils find their rep- 
sentation in the IMC. This brings the 
tal membership of the IMC to thirty-five 
tional or area councils. 

II. A NEW PROGRAM OF RESEARCH WORK 

ne new program of research approved by 
he Ad Interim Committee may be said to 
late from the Willingen meeting in 1952. 
new start on fresh subjects is being 
ade in a new setting. The possibility 

re further developments in the study of 
Prican Marriage and in the Survey of the 
raining of the Ministry in Africa have 

» be allowed for, but the two main en- 
srprises in the new program are (1) a 
sudy of the China experience and (2) a 
epries of studies in the life and work 
the Younger Churches. 


AFRICAN NEGRO, WHITE ‘ 
MISSION GROUPS TO MERGE 


SALISBURY, Southern Rhodesia--Merger of 
he Southern Rhodesia Missionary Cone 
erence and the Southern Rhodesia 

African Missionary Conference, a Negro 
ody, was agreed upon at their biennial 
neetings at nearby Goromonzi.e The merged 
brganization will be called the Southern 
odesia Christian Conference. They also 
wereed to establish a Federal Christian 
oint Consultation Committee to include 


peognition of the newly formed All Pakistan 


Work on the China study, from the church 
angle rather than the missionary, is al- 
ready in the planning stage.e Covering 
the period which begins with the Boxer 
rebellion, the study will be carried 

on by several groups in different parts 
of the world, each undertaking a phase 
of the experience. It is hoped that 
the study will have relevance for ap- 
plication to other mission fields. Re- 
lated to the study but written indepen- 
dently, will be a book on the subject 
from the pen of Dr. Searle Bates. 


The younger church studies are intended 
to be a series looking at those churches 
in their encounter with their environ- 
ment, to be carried out in selected case 
studies in the field and by other means. 
Such studies will form the main work of 
the department of missionary research 
for the next few years, since the life 
and welfare of the Younger Churches is 
acknowledged to be a supremely crucial 
aspect of the future of the world mis- 
sion. 
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OVERSEAS HAPPENINGS 


representatives of the Christian Coun- 
cils of Southern and Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasalend--the three territories 
comprising the new Central African 
Federation. 


Prime Minister Sir Godfrey Huggins of 
the Federation opened the Southern 
Rhodesia Missionary Conference sessions 
with an eddress in which he said his 
government is firmly committed to a 
policy of encouraging missionaries 

and missionary education. 


, day earlier, the Southern Rhodesia 
.fricen Missionary Conference was 
pened by Dr. Edward Francis Paget 
of Salisbury, Anglican Bishop of 
ashonaland. The bishop assured the 
\frican missionaries and teachers at 
ihe meeting that "Christ has always 


—— 


tation, their greatness and goodness 
ind their significance in relation to 
fod. In a world so saddened by sel- 
f'ishness, by party spirit, by racial 
nd national antagonisms," he said, 
lwe as Christians have always to bear 
im mind that we are the disciples of 
ne who knew no such barriers between 
wen and man, rece and race, nation and 
hation.” 


if. 


| 
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ORIENTATION CONFERENCES _ IN 
BRITAIN FOR OVERSEAS S SE “SERVICE 
BY REPRESENTATIVES OF FIRMS — 


A new venture called Overseas Service 
tas been tentatively finding its feet." 
[his is a studied understatement. 
Jadertaken over a year ago as an eX= 
eeriment by the British Council of 
hurches and the Conference of British 
fissionary Societies, this program of 
»rientation to life abroad for out- 
eoing representatives of commercial 
*irms and government organizations has 
fade a good beginning. Seventy-three 
srainees have participated in these 


Room 1124 
New York 10, New York 


conference courses lasting five days 
each during the first half of the year. 
This series of Conferences was called 
"Wider Horizons: An Introduction to 
Living Abroad," one training conference 
being arranged each month. The purpose 
is to pass on as much as possible of the 
rich experience available in Britain in 
the art of living abroad to these new 
representatives of the West going over- 
seaSe Speakers and leaders are chosen 
from those who have relevant knowledge 
to share or first hand experience of 
the territory in which the trainees are 
interested. Nationals are also invited 
when available to give their viewpoints. 
Those who have attended agree that this 
kind of conference should continue and 
that they would like to go back to a 
follow-up course on their first leave. 
Another series of conferences will be 
offered during the second half of the 
year. This experiment in Britain, now 
well under way, is being watched with 
great interest in other countries. 
It has great possibilities. 
III. CHRISTIAN RADIO STATION IN KOREA 
a 
Station KLKX, "the Radio Voice of Chris- 
tian Korea", is a project of the Korean 
National Christian Council (member of 
IMC). Beginning in October it will 
beam its program four hours daily to 
five million North Koreans now living 
under Communist domination 
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Please address inquiries to: 


Orrin R. Magill 


156 Fifth Avenue 
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